A Participatory 100-Year Plan for a Wild Place in Milwaukee’s Menomonee Valley

Two Quesﬁons: 1 Can participatory restoration be multiplicative, fo strengthen PrOied' Goals: 50w ahlbnilelong between  Goals for the Land: Plan for Ecological
and amplify the results (for both nature and humans) in a iver and railroad, in the industrial - Fumetion, recovering ecosystem integrity, health, and the poten- Think Both
O valley... invisible and inaccessible tial for long-term sustainability. Embody the Intrinsic INK Born.
g Y to people for decades, and Value of Nature; maximize biodiversity of habitat and species. Participatory restoration that
ecologically mistreated for a is not fransactional, but is
2 Can the design of an ecological restoration plan enable this? hundred sixty years. The river's . Create Delight; convey an inherent to ecological goals;
last stretch before confinement intentional, functional restoration process. Make Wildness: and restoration pathways that
downstream by sheet pile walls, enable individual discovery. Plan for Learning. And are inherent to human goals.
before it reaches Lake Michigan. Express Sense of Place.

Restoration Plan Tactics for Amplified Participatory Restoration:
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by a knowledgeable land manager
rather than a capital construction project
that is transactional. The land manager serves
as Keeper of the Place, holds the lore of the place, and
develops the Restoration Culture. The plan is developed
with phasing and incremental steps, that can be shifted
in time and in scope by the land manager -

and assigned fo contractors as well as community.

the community. Visual cues are designed info the
restoration, and trajectory foreshadows the future.
One key example is the use of a facilitative infermediate

shrubland trajectory for the long-term forest targets culture - the ongoing experience of
(Gomez-Aparicio 2009). With shrub species distinct to | R = G being on the land while restoring.
the target forest type, it provides an early character that _inuse with a cass D Thus, the plan incorporates provision for the five
B hints at that parficular eventual forest and provides a v OS] o e R S T T

« | el b very different visual and physical experience than the trail edges, incorporates pioneer species disfinct to
The land manager smoothes the transition from active grassland trajectories. This is another factor that lets the each zone for early response, calls for study and

restoration fo ongoing management, and that transition 01/ G === @ | |ond show ifs future, af every point in fime, to enable monitoring while restoring. These factors are
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Parficipatory interactions are not merely
transactions; they are staff development.
The plan’s details help develop the
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20.5 oures 1.3 neres: Phose 1 seed #2 Prairie-Compatible Cover

jump in at any time, with similar amplifying effect
of their participation.
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Plan Memorable Places
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f1e same fime, an experience of exploration and indivicua g ot == basis, without explanation. Zones represent come fo know that crazily twisted osh-leaved maple;
discovery. They are a primary restoration and stewardship Jumset = | _ v ey the cluster of cottonwoods tall at the river's edge; the
route. Th tobreaks. Trails mrovide o a combination of restoration target community a flach of h ”f P
work route. They serve as firebreaks. Trai vi o o : i
yoHTY s P phase. Because the pace of restoration is incremental, ash of sumac in the sun. In “trom-scratch” zones,
a human experience of the shifting, the plan uses aspect/sunlight and the jump-starting

zones remain legible on the land, and over the whole
landscape, express multiple successional phases at the
same time. Zones are small enough to perceive,
understand, and envision one’s impact on, and large
enough to make ecological sense and provide a sense of

changing, growing restoration. Trail routes
should interact with the landscape to give the experience
of habitat transect, and also magical surprises of views

and perspectives. R~ - S
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of species patterns to make place-markers; for
example, backlit prairie species can imprint vividly.
Place-markers that you come to know, where you
work, increase awareness of restoration progress.
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The healthy landscape has species patterning developed L=
over a long time by ecological factors. The patierns make s =
sense — and that sense helps compel engagement. We can \ e N s .
jump-start the patterns, by siting the oaks in the savanna, AR RS ex' Ile pSO
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restoration design identifies the patterns to establish; the i Al LR — This project is beginning on-the-ground implementation in summer 2012, and we hope it incorporates this plan.
landscape architect makes it happen by marking, staking, o O The plan was guided by the SER Framework, and over 100 years, plans for a mosaic of nine community types Nancy M. Aten ASLA and Dan Collins PE., Landscapes of Place, LLC.

and guiding in the field. The landscape architect : =
is key in this portal to the long-term b

and 478 native species. For our firm, the practice of landscape architecture requires parficipatory ecology. We are gratefulfoallthase who have helped. especially for the

collaboration of Marc White, White Ecological. For plans and references,

resioraii.on which resonates with the We think it is o helpfpl sign that the American Sodiety of Lgndscupe Arc.hiiects .recognize.d this work olease confact us at dancollins@landscapesofplace.com.
community of engaged land stewards. ) = and those aspects of it with a 2011 Honor Award in Analysis and Planning. It is productive to draw fogether The Landscape Restoration Plan was completed by Landscapes of Place, LLC
A & === m | gllied professions through a foundation of ecological function and cultural engagement. under confract to Menomonee Valley Partners, Inc., in 2011.




